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WELCOMING SCHOOLS

Bouncy is nervous about starting school and a friendly teacher reaches out, 
offering a warm greeting. All members of the school community are made to 
feel welcome as they start a new school year.

NARRATED MESSAGE // Everyone deserves to feel welcome, safe and fully 
included at school. First Nations, Métis and Inuit students can encounter 
many challenges when attending public school. This can be difficult for them 
and their families due to the effects of residential schools and racism. One 
way for educators to work towards creating safe, strong and free schools 
is by learning and sharing our knowledge and appreciation of Indigenous 
cultures. Learning about the cultural traditions of our communities from us, 
being aware of our ways of learning, and making an effort to include them in 
different aspects of school life can make a world of difference for all. Invit-
ing community members to share traditions and ways of learning and being, 
develops awareness in non-Indigenous students and strengthens pride in 
Indigenous students, too. Welcoming classrooms and schools means that 
students can learn, grow and reach their full potential.

1. What are some of the messages in this film?

2. What does a safe, inclusive and accepting school look like and feel like?

3. How can we facilitate a welcoming school community for Indigenous 
families? How can we work with colleagues, the administration and board 
to help with this?

4. In what ways can we honour cultural differences in our classrooms and 
in the larger school community?

5. What actions can we take to welcome and include students and 
families from diverse backgrounds?

6. What ideas can be developed to ensure that Indigenous families and 
Elders, Senators and Knowledge Keepers have a meaningful role to play 
at school and in our students’ lives?

QUESTIONS FOR GROUP DISCUSSION
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• We can strive to engage Indigenous students’ caregivers and families, 
and find opportunities to welcome them as important members of the 
school community.

• By examining our materials, activities and the images we see around us, 
we can find out more about who is missing, who is visible, and what stu-
dents are learning about themselves and others. (See appendix.)

• We can acknowledge differences, similarities and shared values—
creating a safe space that highlights the beauty and value of diversity. 
We can ensure that Indigenous students and families have opportuni-
ties to help shape a school community that better reflects their ways 
of being.

• Explore COPA and OTF materials (safeatschool.ca) that provide both 
a vision and practical strategies to help facilitate safe, inclusive and 
accepting schools. 

IDEAS AND STRATEGIES


